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AM obliged to undertake an Office, 
that may ſurprize almoſt every Body, 
| but yourſelf. You indeed, may re- 
5 it no more than you have the kind 
ints which have been often given you, 'ON 


"the fame Account, by ſeveral of your 
” | B N (eigh- 


- 


( #-3 | 
3 Neighbours. However, That ſhall not re- 
. ſtrain me from taking this publick Notice 
a (as no other is minded) of your: never bow- 
ing at the Name of 145 sus in 1 the Service of 


| 0 the Church. 


A very judicious Writer ſays, © That 
& which the Church hath receiv'd, and 
<« held ſo long for good; that which pub- 
&« lick Approbation hath ratify'd, muſt 
« carry the Benefit of Preſumption with it, 
c to be accounted meet and convenient.“ 
But the 18th Canon enjoineth, that © in 
e the Time of Divine Service, and of every 
« Part thereof, all due Reverence ſhall be 
te uſed;” (pleaſe to obſerve This, tho 
you ſhould not like fo. well what follows) 
- and that all Manner of Perſons, then 
<« preſent, ſhall reverently kneel upon their 

e Knees, when the general Confeffion, 

Litany, and other Prayers are read, 

and ſhall ſtand up at the ſaying of the 

5. Belief, l to the Rules in that 
2 « Behalf 


3 


« Behalf ; and likewiſe, when in Time of 


« Divine Service, the Lord JIEsus ſhall 


c be mentioned, due and lowly Reverence 


« ſhall. be done by all Perſons preſent, as it 
e hath been accuſtomed; teſtifying, by theſe 
© outward: Ceremonies and Geſtures, their 
« inward Humility, Chriſtian Reſolution, 
© and due Acknowledgment, that the Lord 
ce IE SUS CHRIST, the true eternal Son of 
« God, is the only Saviour of the World, 
« jn whom alone all the Mercies, Graces, 


« and Promiſes of God to Mankind for 


<« this Life, and the Life to come, are fully 
« and wholly compriz'd.” You ſee, Sir, 
the Canon is very full and expreſs ; and, I 
believe, I ſhall be able to prove, that your 
Obligation to obey it is unqueſtionable. In 
the Ratification of the Canons, made in 
1603, it is ſaid, And furthermore, We 
<« do not only, by our ſaid Prerogative 
Royal, and ſupreme Authority in Cauſes 


Eccleſiaſtical, ratify, confirm, and eſta- 


_ * bliſh, by theſe our Letters Patents, the 
P * Canons, Orders, Ordinances, and 
B 2 Con- 


OPTING 
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09 Conflitutions, and all and every Thing 
ct jn them cohtain'd; as is aforeſaid ; but 
ce do likewiſe propound, publiſh, and 
c ſtraightway enjoin and command, by 
* our ſaid Authority; and by theſe our 
Letters Patents, the ſame to be diligently 
© obſerved, executed, and equally. kept by 
« all our loving Sabjt&s of this our King- 
it dom, both within the Province of Cun- 
« ferzury and York, in all Pbints, wherein 
<« they do, or may concern every, or any 
& of them, According to this our Will and 
«Pleaſure hereby ſignify d and expreſſed— 
« ſtraightly charging and commanding all 
„ Archbiſhops, Biſhops, and all 6ther that 
ce exerciſe any Eccleſiaſtical | Jutiſdieckion 
„e within this Realm, every Man in his 
ce Place, to ſee and procure (ſo much as 
* in them lieth) all afid every of the fame 
e Canons, Orders, Ordinances, and Con- 
& ſtitutions to be in all Points duly ob- 
er ſerved ; not ſparing to execute the Pe- 
= nalties, in them feverally mentioned, 
ce upon my that ſhall 2 or wilfully 
| ce break, 


CS 3 
c hreak, or neglect to ybſcrve the ſame, as 
« they tender the Honour of God, the 
« Peace of the Church, the Tranquillity of 
ce the Kingdom, and their Duties and 
« Service to us their King and Sovereign.” 
You may, very probably, look with Con- 
tempt on all this—and (methinks) I hear 
you treating it as inſignificant, and void of 
all ſuch Authority as can be binding in the 
Caſe, But Biſhop Gbſon, in his Note on 
this Ratifieatien, will inform you, that in 
* the zoth of Charles II. Conſaltation was 
e granted, in the K:ng's-Benth, againſt 
one who taught School without Licence, 
ee in Contempt of the Canons. And the 
*© Reaſon; given by the Court was, that the 
« Canons: inade in the Time of King 
« James I. and by him eonfirm'd, are 
ce good by the Statute 2 5 Henry VIII. and 
ce ſo long as they do not impugn the Com- 
«© mon Law, or the Prerogative Royal. 
And by Yaughan, upon the Canon which 
relates to the Degrees of Marriage, it is 
fail as follows: . by a lawful Cunon, 
cn Mar- 


. 

« a Marriage be declared to be againſt 
© God's Law, we muſt admit it to be fo; 
&© for a lawful Canon is the Law of the 
ce Kingdom, as well as an Act of Parlia- 
e ment; and whatever is the Law of the 
* Kingdom, is as much the Law, as any 
« Thing elſe that is ſo; for what is Law 
ce doth not ſuſcipere magis aut minus. 


Does it not ſufficiently appear then, that 
this 18th is a lauful Canon, and, con- 
ſequently the Law of the Kingdom? And 
therefore what tolerable Plea can you have 
for your notorious and wilful Contempt of 
it? You place yourſelf in the very ſame 
Rank with the fooliſh School-maſter, a- 
gainſt whom Conſultation (you find) was 
granted by the Court of King - Bencb, and 
I am really ſorry' to ee you on ſuch a ri- 
diculous Liſt. _ | 


5 learned Author of the Reaſonableneſs 
of Conformity ſays, © That whoſoever de- 
s ſigns 
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© ſigns to officiate, as a Mini fer in any 
« Church, certainly acts not fairly, and 
e and honeſtly, if he do not ffinf ſatisfy 
ce his Conſcience about the Lawfulneſs of 
« Obedience to ſuch Rules, and Pre- 
« ſcriptions, as have been laid down, and 
ec agreed upon, by the Governors of this 
« Church, for the regulating the Behaviour 
" of all who miniſter in it, and reſolve to 
te obey them.” Again, fays the fame 
Author, © I am ſure it is not reaſonable, 
« nor juſtifiable, for Perſans to conform as 
« Miniſters to a Church, in which there are 
« Laus laid down for their Behaviour in 
their Office, and theſe Laus neither 
« abrogated, nor diſus'd with Connivence 
to conform, I ſay, as Miniſters to ſuch 
<« a Church, without a Reſolution of obey- 
« ing theſe Laus. For this is not open 
« and fair; it is putting. a Deceit upon 
ce the Governors, who, to be ſure, doubt 
« not, but that all, who offer themſelves 
e to the Miniſtry, are ſatisfy' d in their 
ec Conſciences of the Lawfulneſs of acting 

« according 
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. according to theſe Preſcriptions. And it 


(8B ) 


te Jooks not fincere for Men firſt to offer 


« themſelves to the Minifry in this Church, 


« which is, in Effect, to profeſs that they 


& are ready to conform to ſuch of the 
2 8 Canons as relate to their Behaviour, and 


« are 70w in Force, and afterwards to act 
<« as they think fit, Without Regard to theſe 


cc < Canons,” 


You cannot pretend, that this 18th 
Canon hath been diſus'd. I own, that 


l the due and lowly Reverence required by 


it is not now generally done as it, directs ; 


but that Cuſtom, with many, hath rather 
reſtrain'd this Reverence to the mention- 
Ing of the Holy Name of Jxsus in the 


Creeds 
declareth his Faith in Jzsvs Cnnisr, ſo the 


- whereas every Perſon preſent 


whole Congregation do it with due and lowly 
Reverence : And, I believe, 70 Geſture is 


more generally obſerved in our Church than 
- "This, « on this important Occaſion. And 


how 


Ot 


how you come to be ſingular, and to be 
the only. one, that, in zo Part of the Service, 
pays this Reverence to the Redeemer of 
. is very ſtrange and wn | 


But whatever Advantage. you may pro- 
poſe to make of the preſent Times, or 
whatever Authority you may build your 
Practice upon, Biſhop Stilling fleet will in- 
form you, that Cuflom, if it hath any Force 
as to its altering the Obligation of Canons, 
it muſt be general, nat taken up by par- 
ticular diſalfected Perſons to our Conſtitution. 
For the Cuſtom of ſuch Men only ſhews 
their wilful Diſobedience, and Contempt 
of Authority. yg 


And you will do well to remember, 
that the 34th Article of Religion ( to 
which 3 Tg ſubſcrib'd) declares, that 
whoſoever, -thro' his private Judgment, 
* and pu Polch doth openly 1 * 


i — n 
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The traditions and Ceremonies of the 
Church, which be not repugnant to the 
Word of God, and be ordain'd, and ap- 
proved by common Authority, ought to 
be rebuk'd openly (that others may fear to 
do the like) as he that offendeth againſt 
the common Order of the Church, and 
hurteth the Authority of the Magiſtrate, 
and woundeth the — of the 
weaker Brethren. 
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Queen Elizabeth's Injunctions oblig'd 
all Parſons, Vicars, and Curates to in- 
ftruF, and teach in their Cures, That no 
Man ought obſtinately and maliciouſly to 
break and violate the laudable Ceremonies 

of the Church commanded by Publick 
Authority to be obſery'd. And her Ma- 
jeſty's Preamble to the faid Injun&tions, 
given as well to the Clergy, as to the 
Laity, is very worthy of our Notice: 
_ The Queen' s moſt Royal Majeſty, by 
a the Advice of her moſt "Honourable 
+ “ Council, 
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Yy Council, intending the Advancement of | 

4 the true Honour of Almighty God, the 
«© Suppreſſion of Superſtition throughout 
ce all her Highneſs's Realms and Do- 
© minions; and to plant true Religion to 
e the Extirpation of all Hypocriſy, Enor- 
ce mities, and Abuſes (as to her Duty 
t appertaineth ) doth miniſter unto her 
te loving Subjects theſe godly Injunctions, 
ce hereafter following. All which In- 
“ junctions her Highneſs willeth and com- 
© mandeth her loving Subjects obediently 
ce to receive, and truly to obſerve and 
* keep, every Man in their Offices, De- 
e grees, and States, as they will avoid her 
“ Highneſs's Diſpleaſure, and Pains of 
© the ſame, hereafter expreſs'd.” Now 
you will pleaſe to obſerve, that theſe In- 
junctions were framed, as for other moſt 
excellent Purpoſes, ſo for the Suppreſſion of 
Superſtition; and therefore it would be 
very abſurd to charge it on the pad, 
which ſets forth, that altho' Almighty 


ce God is at all Times to be honoured 
C 2 4 with 


. 

« with all Manner of Reverence that may 
ic be deviſed; yet, of all other Times, 
« in Time of Common Prayer, the ſame 
ce is moſt to be regarded. Therefore it 
« is to be neceſſarily received; that in 
„ Time of the Litany, and all other Col- 
ec lefts, and common Supplications to Al- 
mighty God, all Manner of People ſhall 
ce devoutly and humbly kneel upon their 
«© Knees, and give Ear thereunto; and 
ce that whenſoever the Name of J=s us 
&« ſhall be in any Leſſon, Sermon, or 
te otherwiſe: in the Church pronounced, 
e that due Reverence be made of all Per- 
„ ſons, young and old — as. hereunto doth 
t neceſſarily belong, and Ss * — 
1 a 35 | 


— 


I hope, your recollecting and weighing 
theſe Things may prevent your giving any 
farther Offence by your N on. Cofiformity 
in this Caſe. Where there is a Rule, 


n * of Man. _ not. be wiſe above 
* cc it, 


( 8 } 
it, and much leſs agsinſt it, eſpecially 
when. the Rule is * e recciv 'd; 
_ ind w. drive. 5 131 


1 Mela, in his Seaman: of 
Stedfaſtels in Religion, ſays, . % In 
« Things Zoub?ful a modeſt Man (and 
tc every Man hath Reaſon to be fo) would 
* be very apt to be ſtagger d by the 
Judgment of a very wiſe. Man, and 
ce much more of many ſuch, and eſpecially 
« by the unanimous Judgment of the 
* Generatity of Men, the general. Voice 
% and Opinion of Mankind deing naxt 1 


« the Voice of God himſetf. Fbr ian 


t Matters of an zadij/erm? Nature, which 
«God hath neither commanded nor for- 
* bidden;- foch as are many of the 
lo Circonreftances and Ceremonies f God's 
_ * Worthip;: a Man would not be fngular, 
e much leſs ti und imma in hits 
« Singularity-z but would be apt to yield, 
„ and ſurrender himſelf to the general 

« Vote 


. 
« Vute and Opinion; and to comply with 
ce the common Cuſtom and Practice; and 
© much more with the Rules and Con- 
ce flitutions of Authority, whether Civil or 
& Ecclgfiaſtical. Becauſe in Things la- 
ee ful, and indifferent, we are bound, by 
te the Rules of Decency and Civility, not 
te to thwart the general Practice; and by 
e the Commands of God we are certainly 
t oblig'd to obey the /awful 3 
* of 8 Authority.” | 


The famous Gracian, in his excellent 
Maxims, adviſes Men in a// Things to 
avoid being remarkable. By being too 
much ſo (he. ſays) even Perfections turn 
to Defefs. And the learned and judicious 
Biſhop Stilling feet tells us, —— ©. Of 
te all Cuſtoms That of Contention and 
« Singularity, where there are no plain 
* Reaſons againſt them, doth the leaſt 
ec: — the — ay A 

But 
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But the Clergy promiſe, at their Or- 
dination, to make themſelves Examples 
and Patterns to the Flock of CHRIS r. 
And would you have, Sir, your | Flock 
follow your Example in this Point, and 
ceaſe to teſtify by outward Ceremonies, 
and Geſtures, ' their due Acknowledg- 
ment, that the Lord JesUs CuRisrT, 
the true Eternal Son of God, is the only 
Saviour of the World? If you expect 
this, or hope for it, you will be greatly 
diſappointed. We are very ſenſible, that 
the humble Obeiſance, we make at the 
Name of JESUS, © ſheweth a reverend 
Regard: to the Son of God above other 
Meſſengers, altho' ſpeaking as from God 
alſo.” And “ againſt Infidels, - Arians, 
Socinians, &c. who derogate from the 
Honour of JESUS CHRIS T, ſuch Cere- 
monies are moſt profitable ; '' and there- 
fore (you may be aſſured) we ſhall ſteadily 
continue the Uſe of them. 
And 


(6) 
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IF And (in ſhort) Can there be any Re- 
k | | gard 'too great for Harb a Name 
| any Eſteem, which will not all be- 
Tow its Merits? For a Name, to which 
| I owe my preſent Peace, and to which 
= I + ſhall one Day owe ſo unſpeakable a 
1 Deliverance, I will bow my Knee, yea, 
1 | J will. bow amy. Heart at it. I will ever 
declare, with 7 boufands of Thouſands of 
% Angels, That worthy is the Lomb, that 
« was flain, to receive Power, and Riches, 
« and Wiſdom, and Strengtb, and Honour, 
% and. Glory, and Bleſſing : I will ever 
** pronqunce, with every Creature which © 
cc 75, in Heaven, and on Earth, &c. Bleſſ- 
« ing, and Honour, and Glory, and Power 
ct unto Him, that ſitteth upon the Ti brone, 
< 0 unto the am * ever and ever.” 


1 
„ 


But vou will think me - ſom —and 
therefore I ſhall trouble you no farther 
than only t to aſſure you, that (whatever 


you 


. 
you may apprehend) I ſincerely profeſs, 
and- have a moſt hearty Regard for the 


Clergy of the Church of England, 
but yet am very uneaſy and confounded, 
whenever I ſee any of them undervaluing 
themſelves, and their Order, by ſlighting 
and diſobeying their own Rules, thoſe 
very Rules which were made for the 
Honour, and * Service, of that Religion 
they have ſo ſolemnly bound themſelves 
to defend and promote. 


9 60 Chriſt's Goſpel: is not a ceremonial Law, 
© (as "much of Moſes's Laws was). but it is a 
ce Religion to ſerve God, not in Bondage of the 
<« Figure, or Shadow,” but-in the Freedom of the 
£ Spirit, being content only with - thoſe Cere- 
* monies which do ſerve to a decent Order, and 
« godly Diſcipline; and; ſuch as be apt to ftir 
up the dull Mind of Man to the Remembrance 
& of his Duty to God, by ſome notable and 
&* ſpecial Signification, whereby he might be 
< _edified. | 


LC 
Py of 


Set of Ceremonies, G5 at the Beginning of the 
Common-Prayer-Book, 


= And, 
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And, Complaints of this Kind multi- 
plying among us, I reſolved to try if I 
could _ ſome little een to the 


eee in 


Vu Friend, and Servant, 


to 


* 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Believe, Sir, the Occaſion of the fore- 
going. Addreſs will be reckon'd a very 


ſufficient Apology for making it: And tho 
there is ſtill Room (and I am very ſorry 


to fay it) for paſſing on to other Particulars, 
yet for the preſent I will only defire Leave 
to remind you That God is very greatly 


to be feared in the Council of the Saints, 
and to be had in Reverence of all them 


that are round about Him. 
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